CHAPTER  IV.
1871.
' THE  BELLS '----WILLS's   ' CHARLES   I."
ON this failure the prospect for the American manager was not very encouraging. He had made a serious mistake at starting. In a few weeks he had replaced it by a version of Pickwick, with a view of utilizing his chief comedian's talent as Jingle. The play was but a rude piece of carpentry, without any of the flavour of the novel, hastily put together and acted indifferently; the actors were dressed after the pictures in the story, but did not catch the spirit of their characters. Irving in face and figure and dress was thoroughly Pickwickian, and reproduced Seymour and Browne's sketch very happily, catching the recklessness and rattle of the original. Still, it was difficult to avoid the suggestion of ' Jeremy Didcller,' or of the hero of ' A Race for a Dinner.' The reason perhaps was that the adaptation was conceived in a purely farcical spirit.1 It has always seemed to me
1 Mr. F. Kitton has made an admirable and spirited drawing of the actor in this character. of the great portico of the Lyceum.
